COOPERATIVE ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND

' Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund

Appropriations Language

For expenses necessary to carry out section 6 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. [1531-
1543] 1531 et seq.), as amended, [$82,614,000] $90,000,000, [of which $32,614,000 is to be derived
from the Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund and $50,000,000 is] to be derived from the
Land and Water Conservation Fund and to remain available until expended. (Department of the Interior
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2004.)

Justification bf Language Change

D Deletion: “of which $32,614,000 is to be derived from the Cooperative Endangered Species
Conservation Fund and $50,000,000 is”

The budget proposes that funding for the Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund be derived
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund as part of the President’s 2005 budget.

Authorizing Statutes

Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). Prohibits the import,
export, or taking of fish and wildlife and plants that are listed as threatened or endangered species;
provides for adding species to and removing them from the list of threatened and endangered species, and
for preparing and implementing plans for their recovery; provides for interagency cooperation to avoid
take of listed species and for issuing permits for otherwise prohibited activities; and implements the
provisions of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna
(CITES). Authorization of Appropriations: Expired September 30, 1992.
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Change
Uncontrollable | Program 2005 from
Cooperative Endangered Species 2003 2004 & Related | Changes Budget 2004
Conservation Fund Actual | Estimate Changes (+/-) (+/-) | Request (+/-)
Conservation Grants
$(000) 7,471 7,427 - +3,479 10,906 | +3,479
HCP Planning Grants
$(000) 6,607 8,643 - +107 8,750 +107
Species Recovery Land '
Acquisition
$(000) 12,676 13,589 - +4,170 17,759 | +4,170
HCP Land Acquisition
Grants to States
$(000) 51,137 49,384 - +616 50,000 +616
Administration $(000) 2,583 2,553 - +32 2,585 +32
FTE 20 6 - 0 6 0
CAM $(000) [282] [TBD] - [TBDJ*
Total Appropriations
$000) 80,474 81,596 - +8,404 90,000 | +8,404
FTE 20 6 - 0 6 0
Payment to Special
Fund* $(000) 34,835 35,094 - +1,627 36,721 +1,627
Total, Cooperative
Endangered Species
Conservation Fund
$(000) | 115,309 | 116,690 -| +10,031 126,721 | +10,031
FTE 20 6 0 6 0

* The Service is reviewing the Cost Allocation Methodology and will provide a FY 2005 budget proposal by April 15, 2004.
Program Overview

The Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund (CESCF; Section 6 of the Endangered Species
Act) provides grant funding to states and territories for species and habitat conservation actions on non-
federal lands, including habitat acquisition, conservation planning, habitat restoration, status surveys,
captive propagation and reintroduction, research, and education. Because most listed species depend on
habitat found on state and private lands, this grant assistance is crucial to listed species conservation.
States and territories have been extremely effective in garnering participation of private landowners.
Section 6 grants assist states and territories in building these partnerships.

The Department has recently finalized its Strategic Plan, and the Service has proposed mission goals and
associated long-term goals consistent with the Strategic Plan. The CESCF program contributes directly to
the Department’s strategic goals to sustain biological communities by focusing on the conservation of the
most imperiled components of these communities, and to improve the health of watersheds, landscapes,
and marine resources, under the Resource Protection mission component. The Service’s associated
proposed mission goal is “Conservation Leadership for Fish, Wildlife and their Habitats.” The
Department’s relevant end outcome measures are the percent of species listed a decade or more that are in
stable or improving condition, and the number of candidate and at-risk species not listed due to
conservation efforts.
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The Endangered Species Program has developed draft long-
term and annual performance goals to evaluate our success
in meeting these goals. The proposed long-term performance
goals for the CESCF are (1) to increase the number of
partnerships or cooperative efforts that contribute to
stabilizing, improving, and recovering species, and (2) to
increase the acreage of land providing conservation benefits
to listed, candidate, and at-risk species. The CESCF
program’s annual performance goals are, respectively, to
increase by 4 percent the number of voluntary partnerships
or cooperative agreements that contribute to stabilizing,
improving, and recovering species, and to increase by 2
percent the acreage of lands providing conservation benefits
to listed, candidate, and at-risk species. For the CESCF
program, progress towards these goals will be measured by
the number of grants awarded that contribute to stabilizing,
improving, and recovering species and the acreage covered
by these grants.

In order to extend the overall benefits achieved under the
CESCF program, States and territories must contribute 25
percent of the estimated program costs of approved projects,
or 10 percent when two or more states or territories
implement a joint project. The balance of the estimated
program costs is reimbursed through the grants. To ensure
that state and territory programs are able to effectively carry
out endangered species conservation efforts funded through
these grants, a state or territory must enter into a cooperative
agreement with the Service to receive grants. All 50 states
currently have cooperative agreements for animals, and 44
states have agreements for plants. All but one territory have
cooperative agreements for both animals and plants.

Conservation Grants

Conservation Grants provide financial assistance to states
and territories to implement conservation projects for listed
species and species-at-risk. The Service makes a regional
allocation of these funds based on the number of species
covered under cooperative agreements within each Service
region. Each Region then solicits proposals and select
projects based on species and habitat conservation benefits
as well as other factors. Through the Conservation Grants
program, states receive funding to implement recovery
actions for listed species, implement conservation measures
for candidate species, and perform research and monitoring
critical to conservation of imperiled species. These grants

Use of Cost and Performance Information

e Recovery land acquisition, HCP land
acquisition, and HCP planning grants
are awarded through competition. The
established  eligibility and ranking
criteria for the programs, and the
competitions conducted to select grants,
allow the Service to focus the programs
on its overall goals and ensure that
program  performance  goals  are
achieved.

e The Service has CESCF administrative
funds available to invest in the
improvement of the Program this year.
We intend to: (1) support the Regions in
working with the States to develop grant
proposals, and a process for future grant
proposals, that more closely track the
performance goals of the CESCF
program, and (2) evaluate our success to
date in implementing these programs,
both in achieving the specific goals of
each grant and the general goals of the
programs. This one-time investment of
available resources is expected to further
improve the CESCF program’s ability to
efficiently meet its performance goals.

e Awarded 29 grants to 21 states through
the Species Recovery Land Acquisition
Grants program in FY 2003.

e Awarded 28 grants to 12 states through
the Habitat Conservation Planning
Grants program in FY 2003.

e Awarded 29 grants to 21 states through
the Species Recovery Land Acquisition
Grant program in FY 2003.

directly support the outcome measures for endangered, threatened, and candidate species conservation
under the Department’s Resource Protection goal to sustain biological communities. Activities funded by
these grants aid in meeting the intermediate outcome strategies for the outcome measures relating to
creation of necessary habitat conditions and managing species populations.
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Species Recovery Land Acquisition Grants

Loss of habitat is the primary threat to most listed species. Land acquisition is often an effective and
efficient means of safeguarding habitats essential for recovery of listed species before development or
other land use changes impair or destroy key habitat values. Land acquisition is costly and often neither
the Service nor the states and territories individually have the necessary resources to acquire habitats
essential for recovery of listed species. Recovery Land Acquisition grant funds are matched by states and
non-federal entities to acquire these habitats from willing sellers. These grants directly support the
outcome measures for endangered, threatened, and candidate species conservation under the
Department’s Resource Protection goal to sustain biological communities. The activities funded by these
grants aid in carrying out the intermediate outcome strategies for these outcome measures relating to
creation of necessary habitat conditions and managing species populations.

Habitat Conservation Planning Grants

Through the development of regional, multiple species HCPs, local governments and planning
jurisdictions incorporate species conservation into local land use plans, which streamlines the project
approval process and facilitates economic development. The HCP Grants program provides funding to
states to assist local governments and planning jurisdictions to develop regional, multi-species HCPs.
These grants support outcome measures for endangered, threatened, and candidate species conservation
under the Department’s Resource Protection goal to sustain biological communities. The planning
activities funded by these grants would help direct future implementation of intermediate outcome
strategies for outcome measures pertaining to the creation of necessary habitat conditions and
management of species populations.

Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) Land Acquisition

The conservation benefits provided by HCPs can be greatly increased by protecting important habitat
areas covered by HCPs. HCP Land Acquisition funds are used by states and non-federal entities to
acquire habitats from willing sellers and are meant to complement, not replace, the mitigation
responsibilities of HCP permittees. States and territories receive grant funds for land acquisitions
associated with approved HCPs because of their authorities and close working relationships with local
governments and private landowners. These grants directly support outcome measures for endangered,
threatened, and candidate species conservation under the Department’s Resource Protection goal to
sustain biological communities. The activities funded by these grants would carry out the intermediate
outcome strategies for outcome measures relating to the creation of necessary habitat conditions and
managing species populations.

Administration

Federal grant management and administrative oversight are necessary to ensure compliance with program
requirements and purposes. The funding requested for Administration allows the Service to carry out
these responsibilities.

2003 Program Performance Accomplishments

Several projects funded in FY 2003 through the grants programs are listed below. Each project includes
the federal funds provided through the CESCF program; however, in all cases these funds were leveraged
by state, county, city, or private matching funds.

Conservation Grants — Selected Funded Projects 2003

e Bear Creek Sedimentation Analysis for listed and candidate mussel species — Alabama -
$20,000

¢ Non-game Bird Monitoring — Alaska - $60,000

e Surveys in suitable habitat for additional populations - Eastern praire fringed orchid -
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Arkansas - $2,877 ‘

Morphometric analysis of Pima pineapple cactus — Arizona - $28,283

Vegetation management for western lily pops — California - $28,100

Black-footed ferret research — Colorado -$23,000

Mariana crow conservation — Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands -$124,530
Roseate tern-management and habitat protection on Falkner Island — Connecticut - $3,000
DelMarva fox squirrel monitoring — Delaware - $2,000

Topeka shiner research — Kansas -$45,500

Copperbelly water snake surveys in MI, IN, and OH - Michigan - $40,757

Salt Creek tiger beetle research — Nebraska -$24,000

Rio Grande fish survival during low flows — New Mexico - $4,500

HCP Land Acquisition Grants - Selected Funded Projects 2003

Arkansas - Potlatch and Plum Creek (Union, Ashley, Drew, Bradley and Calhoun Counties)
- A $250,000 grant award will help acquire and protect 1,680 acres of shortleaf-loblolly pine
habitat adjacent to acreage covered by two other Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs), and will
contribute to the recovery of the federally listed endangered red-cockaded woodpecker. The
habitat will be managed to encourage growth in the existing population of woodpeckers and in its
range. In addition, protection of habitat on this acreage will allow juvenile red-cockaded
woodpeckers to disperse from the conservation areas to the nearby Warren Prairie Natural Area,
where habitat management to attract red-cockaded woodpeckers is planned for the next two years.
The acquisitions compliment the present conservation initiatives and requirements of the HCPs.

California - Assessment District AD 161 HCP (Riverside County) - A $6,250,000 grant award
will enable the acquisition of properties in North Warm Springs Creek, the Santa Margarita
Watershed, and Ramsgate area of Riverside County. The acquisition will benefit wildlife
populations by conserving habitat in large, interconnected blocks. In addition to providing core
habitat areas for the Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP),
both of these areas support more than 100 Federal and State listed species proposed to be covered
under the Plan. These species include the threatened coastal California gnatcatcher, endangered
least Bell’s vireo and Stephen’s kangaroo rat. The plant communities found in the area, including
sage scrub and riparian habitat, are representative of the original, native habitats of the region.
The public benefits of maintaining these areas as open space, include the use for various
recreational purposes such as hiking and mountain biking.

Indiana - Protection of Indiana Bat Hibernacula within the Garrison Chapel Valley of
Monroe County, Indiana (Monroe County) - A $593,325 grant will support the acquisition of a
293 acre parcel known as the Hancock property, home to Coon and Grotto caves that provide
winter shelter for hibernating endangered Indiana bats. Since 1985, when winter disturbances to
the caves were removed, the winter population of Indiana bats has increased steadily to more than
20,000 in both caves. This acquisition will not only protect the critical winter habitat, but also
ensure protection for fall swarming, spring staging, and summer foraging for Indiana bats. This
property is within the largest karst area of Monroe County, containing more than 17 miles of
known cave passages and hosting a diversity of cave species that have not been fully surveyed.
Other known state-listed species to benefit through this acquisition include the bobcat, a cave
crayfish, and two cave beetles.

Montana - Plum Creek Thompson-Fisher and Bull River/Lake Lands, Montana (Flathead
and Sanders Counties) - A $1 million grant will enable project partners to purchase a
conservation easement on 4,400 acres of Plum Creek Timber lands in the Thompson River Valley
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to maintain the fish and wildlife habitat values and public access to 86,000 acres of corporate
timberland in ‘perpetuity while allowing for continued commercial timber harvest and other
consistent resource management activities. The conservation easement would maintain or
improve current fish and wildlife values by removing the threat of subdivision and development
and protect in perpetuity prime habitat for the grizzly bear, bull trout, westslope cutthroat trout,
Canada lynx, bald eagles, golden eagles, black bears, mountain lion, fisher, upland game birds,
and big game ungulates including moose, elk, white-tail deer, mule deer and, Rocky Mountain
bighorn sheep. These lands are contiguous with 34,824 acres of conservation easement lands
acquired with grant funds obtained in 2001 and 2002

Texas - Bexar County Karst Invertebrate Habitat Preserve (Bexar County) - A $3.5 million
grant will be used to acquire 855 acres around La Cantera’s Canyon Ranch Karst Preserve that
will enhance and complement the long-term preservation and viability of three endangered karst
invertebrates in three caves within the preserve as well as endangered karst invertebrates in four
caves on the acquisition tract. The property also hosts the endangered golden-cheeked warbler.
This tract is adjacent to Government Canyon State Natural Area and the City of San Antonio’s
Iron Horse tract purchased, for Edwards aquifer recharge. Preservation of this acreage will bring
the total contiguous, undeveloped land to approximately 11,000 acres, which will benefit eight
other sensitive species dependent upon the aquatic ecosystems of the Edwards Aquifer.

Habitat Conservation Planning Assistance Grants — Selected Funded Projects 2003

Arizona - Altar Valley HCP (Pima County) - A $40,000 grant will help the Altar Valley
Conservation Alliance, a group of landowners representing nearly all of the private property in
the valley, develop a watershed-wide habitat protection and restoration plan in cooperation with
the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Arizona State Land Department, and Arizona
Department of Water Resources. The valley harbors one of the last intact Sonoran savanna
grasslands in southern Arizona, as well as riparian and Madrean oak woodland habitats, and is
home to 24 species of concern, including five species listed under the Federal Endangered
Species Act. The Altar Valley provides habitat for the cactus ferruginous pygmy owl and is
important for the recovery of Pima pineapple cactus. It is the largest unfragmented landscape in
eastern Pima County, encompassing approximately 700,000 acres on the US/Mexico border,
including the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, the Baboquivari Wilderness Area, the
Coyote Mountains Wilderness Area, a half-million acres of Arizona State School Trust Lands and
private ranch holdings.

California - South Sacramento HCP (Sacramento County) - A $200,000 grant will benefit up
to 51 species, including seven federally threatened and endangered species, within an area of
approximately 490 square miles. The development community and environmental groups are
actively involved in this planning effort that will streamline the regulatory process and provide
benefits to a wide variety of biological resources including two species of orcutt grass that are
restricted to Sacramento County.

Delaware & Pennsylvania - Development of an HCP for the Bog Turtle and Other Wetland
Species of Concern in the Southern Portion of the Delaware West Recovery Subunit
(Chester County, Pennsylvania and New Castle County, Delaware) - A $595,482 grant will
help develop a comprehensive, large-scale HCP for the southern portion of the Delaware West
Recovery Subunit, encompassing significant portions of Chester County, Pennsylvania and New
Castle County, Delaware. The HCP will benefit the threatened bog turtle and other wetland
species of concern, by identifying bog turtle recovery areas in the HCP planning region.

Georgia - Etowah River Basin (Cherokee, Lumpkin, Pickens, and Forsyth Counties) — A

$355,634 grant will help develop a comprehensive habitat conservation plan covering the Etowah
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River basin allowing county and municipal development agencies to authorize projects while
contributing to the conservation of numerous aquatic species in the Etowah River basin.

e Montana - Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway HCP (Glacier and Flathead Counites) —
A $75,000 grant will help fund development and implementation of the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe Railway HCP, providing a unique opportunity to benefit a large number of species in a
geographic area that includes a wild and scenic river corridor and is adjacent to Glacier National
Park and the Great Bear Wilderness. While the emphasis is on minimizing and mitigating the
effects of railroad operations on grizzly bears, these efforts will also minimize effects on other
predators including gray wolves, Canada lynx, bobcats, wolverines, black bear, and mountain
lions. Additionally, efforts to enhance habitat will benefit a variety of other species including bald
eagles, bull trout, westslope cutthroat trout, moose, elk, mule deer, whitetail deer, beaver, mink,
otter and waterfowl. This HCP will foster existing positive working relationship among industry,
Governmental and conservation interests that was developed through the formation of the Great
Northern Environmental Stewardship Area.

Recovery Land Acquisition Grants — Selected Funded Projects 2003

e Alaska - Spectacled Eider Nesting Habitat Protection Project (Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta) —
A $178,446 grant will support acquisition of conservation easements or fee title to approximately
2,000 acres of high quality spectacled eider nesting habitat on privately owned parcels within
designated critical habitat on the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta, in western Alaska. Spectacled eider
populations on the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta declined by 96 percent between the 1970's-1990's.
The coastal fringe of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta provides the species’ highest density breeding
habitat. Acquisition of easements or title to key private inholdings within this coastal fringe will
improve management of lands under diverse ownership, minimize the threat of habitat
fragmentation, and aid public-private efforts to reduce impacts to nesting habitat from use of all-
terrain vehicles. This project is intended to be a catalyst for a large-scale waterfowl and wetlands
protection effort.

e Arizona - Coal Mine Springs (Santa Cruz County) - A $750,000 grant will support the
protection of 1,400 acres around Coal Mine Springs, providing a high recovery benefit to the
endangered Gila topminnow, the second largest population in existence and only one of fourteen
surviving natural populations. Securing this area will help protect the whole Lower Sonoita Creek
population of Gila topminnow, a key objective of the draft Recovery Plan for the species. In
addition, the area protected is free of competing nonnative fishes, a primary threat to the Gila
topminnow. The proposal will also provide protected foraging habitat for the endangered lesser
long-nosed bat and a riparian corridor for the Mexican spotted owl. Partners include the Arizona
Game and Fish Department, Trust for Public Land and Arizona State Parks.

e Florida - Warm Mineral Springs Creek Protection Program (Sarasota County) - A $455,835
grant will help acquire lands adjacent to Warm Mineral Springs Creek and identify management
procedures to protect the endangered West Indian manatees that use the area as a refuge.
Acquisition of a 32.5 acre parcel will allow the County to control access and protect manatees
within the creek and its critical warm water refuge. The site is a winter/cold weather refuge for up
to 100 manatees. It is one of the largest refuges in southwest Florida and possibly the only
naturally occurring mineral spring. The manatee recovery plan identifies land adjacent to Warm
Mineral Spring in Sarasota County as property that should be considered for acquisition due to its
importance as manatee habitat. The surrounding scrubby flatwoods support foraging habitat for
gopher tortoises and Florida scrub-jays. Several listed plant species occur, including the golden
leather fern, bromeliads, and the Florida coontie.
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o Illinois and Iowa -Eastern prairie fringed orchid (Grundy County, IL, Jackson County, 1A)
— A $199,409 grant will be used by project partners to acquire an easement in Illinois within the
Hildy Prairie and purchase a 50-acre parcel within Baldwin Marsh in Towa for eastern prairie
fringed orchid conservation. Both parcels contain stable populations of the threatened orchid.
When the easement is acquired in Illinois, the property will be dedicated as an Tllinois Nature
Preserve, giving it the strongest perpetual protection available under Ilinois law. Hildy Prairie,
one of the largest known flowering sites within the range of the eastern prairie fringed orchid, is
also the primary source of seed for conservation efforts throughout Illinois. Baldwin Marsh, Iowa,
one of only four known eastern prairie fringed orchid populations in the State, is the largest site
having about 2,000 blooming plants. In 1994 this site contained only 400 blooming specimens.

e New York - Karner blue butterfly & Prairie Peninsula/Lake Plain bog turtle habitat
acquisition (Saratoga County) - A $347,381 grant will help project partners including the
Nature Conservancy and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation acquire
and protect Saratoga West and Saratoga Sandplains properties. Acquisition of these parcels will
significantly advance Karner blue butterfly recovery and open-space conservation efforts in New
York.

e Nebraska - Land Acquisition for American Burying Beetle (Lincoln County) - A $252,000
grant will enable the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission to acquire and protect 670 acres of
important prairie grassland habitat to benefit populations of American burying beetle. This area
of Nebraska harbors one of the largest populations of burying beetles in the nation. The project
acquisition will also serve as a demonstration site for prairie management to encourage similar
improvements by neighboring private landowners. Protection of this habitat also provides
significant benefits for prairie grasslands and declining grassland birds.

e Washington - Ebey’s Landing (Island County) - A $1.5 million grant will help fund a land
acquisition that will result in the permanent protection of one of the last eleven golden paintbrush
populations in the world. The 33-acre site is one of the three largest extant habitats for this
species, with the greatest potential for meeting recovery goals for the species. Threats to the
species are imminent. Project partners include the Whidbey Camano Land Trust, The Nature
Conservancy, National Park Service, Washington Natural Heritage Program, and Department of
Natural Resources.

2004 Planned Program Performance

The Service expects to publish a request for proposals in January 2004 and award grants by June 2004.
With the level funding available for Conservation Grants in FY 2004, the Service expects to fund
approximately the same number of grants in FY 2004 as were funded in FY 2003 for this program
element. The increase provided in the HCP Planning Grant and Recovery Land Acquisition Grant
program elements for FY 2004 will allow the Service to fund several additional projects, provided the
average grant amount is similar to last year. This increase will allow for a significant contribution to the
proposed long term goals of increasing the number of partnerships or cooperative agreements that
contribute to stabilizing, improving, and recovering species, and to the number of acres providing
conservation benefits through voluntary partnerships. A reduction in the HCP Land Acquisition Grant
program element will reduce the number of projects awarded in FY 2004 as compared to FY 2003
(assuming the average grant amount is constant). This reduction will reduce this program element’s
contribution to the proposed long-term goals of the Service, however we expect the Program’s
contribution will still be significant. In general, an overall increase to the program in FY 2004 will
increase the program’s contribution to the proposed long-term goal of increasing the number of
partnerships or cooperative agreements that contribute to stabilizing, improving, and recovering species,
and to the number of acres providing conservation benefits through voluntary partnerships.
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Justification of 2005 Program Changes

Activity 2005 Budget Request Program Changes(+/-)
CESCF $(000) 90,000 +8,404
FTE 6 0

The FY 2005 budget request for the
Cooperative Endangered Species
Conservation Fund is $90,000,000 and 6
FTE, a net program increase of
$8,404,000 and 0 FTE from the 2004
enacted level.

Additional resources for the CESCF
program will increase the Service’s
ability to provide funds to States and
Territories to implement recovery actions
for listed species, implement
conservation measures for candidate
species, and perform research and
monitoring critical to conservation of
imperiled species.

Conservation Grants (+$3,479,000)

In contrast to the other section 6 grant programs, which usually support projects of third parties, State and
territorial agencies themselves use the funds provided through the section 6 traditional conservation
grants program for their on-the-ground projects to recover listed species. The traditional section 6 grants
have been an important source of funds for State and territorial fish and wildlife agencies, many of whom
have limited state funding for endangered species work, to undertake high priority needs and respond to
unique opportunities. The Conservation Grant program element contributes to the Endangered Species
Program’s draft long-term goals of, by 2008, increasing by 10 percent the acreage of lands providing
conservation benefits to listed, candidate, and at-risk species, and increasing by 20 percent the number of
partnerships and cooperative efforts that contribute to stabilizing, improving, and recovering species.
With the proposed funding for Conservation Grants in FY 2005, the Service expects to increase, by
approximately 45 percent, the number of projects awarded in FY 2005 as compared to FY 2004 for this
program element, provided the average grant amount is similar to that in FY 2004,

Species Recovery Land Acquisition Grants (+$4,170,000)

The additional funding proposed for the Species Recovery Land Acquisition program element will be
used for acquisition of habitat for endangered and threatened species in support of approved recovery
plans. Acquisition to secure long term protection is often an essential element of a comprehensive
recovery effort for a listed species. The Species Recovery Land Acquisition program element contributes
to the Endangered Species Program’s draft long-term goals of, by 2008, increasing by 10 percent the
acreage of lands providing conservation benefits to listed, candidate, and at-risk species, and increasing
by 20 percent the number of partnerships and cooperative efforts that contribute to stabilizing, improving,
and recovering species. The proposed increase in the Species Recovery Land Acquisition Grant program
element will increase, by approximately 30 percent, the number of projects awarded in FY 2005 as
compared to FY 2004 (assuming the average grant amount is constant).
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Habitat Conservation Planning Grants (+$107,000)

This proposed increase will provide additional funds for the HCP Planning Grants that provide funds to
states and territories to support the development of Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs), through the
support of baseline surveys and inventories, document preparation, outreach, and similar planning
activities. The Habitat Conservation Planning Grant program element contributes to the Endangered
Species Program’s draft long-term goals of, by 2008, increasing by 10 percent the acreage of lands
providing conservation benefits to listed, candidate, and at-risk species, and increasing by 20 percent the
number of partnerships and cooperative efforts that contribute to stabilizing, improving, and recovering
species. The modest increase proposed for the HCP Planning Grant program element for FY 2005 will
allow the Service to fund approximately the same number of grants in this program element for FY 2005
as were funded in FY 2004 (again, assuming the average grant amount is constant).

HCP Land Acquisition Grants to States (+$616,000)

The proposed increase will provide additional funding for the HCP Land Grants to States to acquire land
associated with approved HCPs. These grants do not fund the mitigation required of an HCP permittee;
instead they support conservation actions by State or local governments that complement mitigation. The
Habitat Conservation Planning Grant program element contributes to the Endangered Species Program’s
draft long-term goals of, by 2008, increasing by 10 percent the