HABITAT CONSERVATION

National Wetlands Inventory
Program Overview

The Emergency Wetlands Resources Act of 1986
directs the Service to map our Nation’s wetlands and
deepwater habitats, and produce scientific information
on their characteristics, extent and status. Since
inception of the National Wetlands Inventory, the
Service has produced digital wetlands maps for over 42
percent of the nation primarily through conservation
mapping partnerships. ~ The Inventory provides
department bureaus, federal, state, and tribal
governments and the public with wetlands data over
the Internet that is widely used to help conserve and
manage wetland resources. This work supports DOI’s
Resource Protection Goal of improving the health of
watersheds, landscapes, and marine resources.
Specifically, our maps and scientific assessments are
important for understanding the status and trends of the
Nation’s wetlands.

The Service is updating digital wetland data for
science-based habitat assessments, and making this
information available over the internet in conformance
with the DOI approved strategic plan for the Inventory.
This 2002 strategic plan is the cornerstone of all NWI
activities and the guiding tenet for planned mission
critical program results. This plan mirrors the
Department’s Strategy to improve the scientific
information base, information management, and
technical assistance, as well as advance the President’s
Management Agenda and Electronic Government
initiatives to achieve operational efficiencies and
enhance customer service. As of FY 2004, the Service
was continuing to develop more than 1,000 digital
wetlands maps in key areas experiencing substantial
change from development and expanding population,
as shown on the project map below. This strategic
effort will provide resource managers with
contemporary digital wetland information that can be
used in geographic information systems, as well as key
assessment reports to collaboratively address
increasingly complex conservation issues with our
partners.

Use of Cost and Performance Information

The NWI continues to achieve mission results via
performance-based management on several fronts,
in conformance with the Departmental Strategic

A strategic plan was developed for the
Inventory in 2002, to reposition this
scientific wetlands assessment program
for the 21* century.

Expanding conservation mapping
partnerships promote accountability
and trust in our science-based
assessments and conservation planning
with others. We have conservation
mapping partnerships in over 40 states.

Capitalizing on digital map
modernization technologies is yielding
increased performance gains annually
at lower cost to taxpayers. We
anticipate more than doubled digital
production by 2005.

Strategic accomplishment of
information technology improvements
will result in full integration of our
new national wetlands Geodatabase
into the USGS National Map, and
fulfill DOI Geospatial One-Stop
objectives at reduced cost.

Activity Based Costing will be
implemented in FY2004. This program
will help managers match resources
consumed to results achieved by
providing precise cost data for all
activities performed by the agency.
This information will help managers
make more effective use of
appropriated funds in accomplishing
critical resource outcomes.
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Location of Strategic Mapping Update Projects, Fiscal Years 2003 - 2004
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In FY 2005, the Service will begin updating an additional 540 digital wetland maps encompassing 19.5 million
acres, and complete wetland trend reports for North Carolina and the prairie pothole wetlands of the northern
United States. Scientific analysis of prairie pothole wetlands will be completed in collaboration with the
Canadian Wildlife Service, culminating in a joint wetland trend report. These and other regional strategic trend
studies are underway to provide scientific data for the 2010 National Wetlands Status and Trends Report to the
Congress. The Service will continue to develop habitat assessment reports such as the 2002 report
Geographically Isolated Wetland, and publish them on the internet in order to aid resource managers and the
public in collaborative watershed planning, habitat conservation, and landscape management. The Service will
also continue to modernize electronic delivery of seamless digital data over the internet. With full
implementation of modernized Geodatabase and digital map technologies underway in 2004, additional
program performance and user efficiencies can be achieved to keep pace with growing customer demand for
wetlands information via the internet.

2003 Program Performance Accomplishments

The program focused on strategic digital mapping, status and trend, and scientific wetland assessment reports
that were implemented consistent with our strategic plan for the Inventory. Many of these mission focused
results were achieved with our partners, and all accomplishments support the DOI Resource Protection Goal of
improving the health of watersheds, landscapes, and marine resources, by improving the information base,
information management and technical assistance. Major FY2003 Program accomplishments include:
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e Updated digital wetlands maps to address key Service resource management issue in Georgia,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and Virginia were posted on the
internet.

¢ Updated digital wetland maps with riparian habitats for Arizona, California, Colorado, and New Mexico
were posted on the internet.

e Converted wetland maps encompassing 4 million acres into digital data in Alabama, Arizona, California,
Colorado, Kansas, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, and Oregon.

e  Worked with conservation mapping partners to develop digital data posted on the internet. Our partners
included the States of Alabama, California, Connecticut, lowa, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi,
New York, Oklahoma, and Rhode Island; counties in Colorado and New York; and the U.S. Forest
Service, the National Park Service, and U.S. Geological Survey.

e Converted over 27,000 digital wetland maps into seamless format to modernize Internet delivery and
improve customer use and assessment capabilities. A unique pilot project was initiated with U.S.
Geological Survey to integrate wetland data for coastal South Carolina into the National Map. Participated
in geodata.gov portal for enhanced E-government customer service.

e Published eleven technical assessment reports, including cooperative completion of Wetlands of
Pennsylvania's Coastal Zone: Wetland Status, Trends, and Preliminary Functional Assessment, with the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. Produced a key Chesapeake Bay watershed
functional assessment report for the Nanticoke River, Maryland.

e Produced digital wetland maps for 5.3 million acres and made this digital information available to the
public via the internet.

e Completed a cumulative total of over 42% of the United States with online digital wetland maps.

2004 Planned Program Performance

The program will achieve focused performance gains and accomplishments that are aligned with the three
goals of the Program’s draft strategic plan for the Inventory. The strategic digital updating of wetland maps in
support of habitat assessments needed for conservation and landscape resource management will increase the
extent of lands with contemporary digital data coverage. The Service will also continue and complete wetland
status and trend studies and scientific publications focused on specific wetland ecosystems and vulnerable
habitat types. The increased production of contemporary digital data will enable the Service to substantively
expand the new seamless national digital data set developed in partnership with the U.S. Geological Survey.
This national Geodatabase will be available on the internet in FY2004, and enable integration into the National
Map sponsored by USGS. This innovative information technology solution will improve access and ease of
use of wetlands data in and outside of the Department, enabling more powerful GIS assessments in support of
managing the health of key watersheds, landscapes, and marine resources.

Other major FY2004 Program accomplishments consistent with our strategic plan that support the DOI
Resource Protection Goal will include:

e Updating 19 million acres of digital wetlands maps in the lower 48 States, Alaska, and Hawaii, that are
focused on Service and partner conservation needs.

e Completing digital wetland maps in Alaska, California, Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, Iowa, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Vermont, and Washington.

e Completing digital wetland maps with riparian data for New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas.

¢ Converting wetland maps encompassing 61 million acres into digital data in Alabama, Alaska, California,
Montana, Nebraska, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Texas, and Wyoming.

o Completing digital wetland coverage for 26 States, with the addition of Connecticut, Kentucky,
Massachusetts, Nebraska, and Tennessee.
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Leveraging about $700,000 in direct support and nearly $1 million in contributed products or services with
conservation mapping partners to develop digital data that will be posted on the internet. Our partners will
include the States of California, lowa, Michigan, Ohio, Oklahoma, New York, and Wisconsin; and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, National Park Service, and U.S. Geological Survey.

Publishing the wetland status and trends reports for Florida, and the southeast United States. Additional
assessment reports are to be completed for southern Michigan, the middle Rio Grande in New Mexico,
Roanoke River in Virginia, metropolitan New York City area watersheds, and Fairbanks, Alaska.
Launching our national Geodatabase to provide improved E-Government customer service by making all
wetland and riparian data and metadata more readily available for GIS analyses and custom map printing
over the internet.

Completing a cumulative total of almost 47% of the United States with online digital wetland maps.

Justification of 2005 Program Changes

Subactivity

2005 Budget Request

Program Changes (+/-)

National Wetlands Inventory $(000)
FTE

4,653
38

-37
0

The FY 2005 budget request for the National Wetlands Inventory is $4,653,000, and 38 FTEs, a net program
decrease of $37,000 and O FTES from the 2004 enacted level.

General Program Activities (-$37,000)

Funding for the National Wetlands Inventory has been reduced by $37,000 to offset funding increases
elsewhere in the President’s budget request that are necessary to address higher priority needs. The decrease
will result in digital updating of approximately 500,000 fewer acres of landscape with wetlands and riparian
habitats in FY 2005. The net effect will be a decrease of 500,000 acres or 3% decrease from FY 2004 levels.
This reduction will not affect long-term project mapping goals significantly.
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